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0 the saerior Coast
of ee State of Call-
iornia, in and for the
City aSd Consty of

San Francisco.
"Hon. Thomas 1. Gra-
ham, JuWe.'

*'In the Mater of the
Estate of Rosa
Blum. deceased.

"Dept. No. 10.

petition of James B. Blum,
one of the executors of the
above estate, shows that there

Is in this estate in the vaults of the Anglo-
California Tist Company, a certain pearl
necklace of the value of approximately
$P00,000; that said pearl necklace hias been
for some time, and is now, kept in a safe
deposit box, and that by reason thereof
said necklace has, and is, deteribrating
and depreciatiug in value,, and will coi-
tinue to so deteriorate and Aesreciate un-
less said necklace Is worn by some hegithy
young woman for the period of one month,
*t leasnt, 4gi each year.
"Many .eminent lapidahsts have given

a their opinion that theme pearrs, for lack of
nourishment, will deteriorate unless worn
der a certain period in each year, and the
Court is asked to designate some fit.
proper and healthy woman to wear this
necklace during the per~d of one month
et each year.

"After the hearing of said petition many
requests to wear the pearls have come to
the Court from trained nurses and other
eomen claiming . a be in much perfet
health that they would be ale to preserve'
the lustre of these valuable pearls. Their

* requests have been fully considered by
the Court, but after seeing the petitioner's
wife, Mrs. James B. Bmum, I am convinced
that she Is sufficiently sound in body and
helth to wear thih necklace and preserte
she .lustr, of these valuable pearls."
And then Judge Grabatn issued an order

which Is parhaps without parallel in any
court in the history of the worid. He
direeted that Mrs. James B. Blum should
wear the $100,000 necklace of pearls-'
''or the period of one month, under tho

tol'lowt~eonditions: flat when they
age taken from the safe deposit box and
deaivered to her an officer be with or near
her at all times to Insure their safe re-
tarn to the Court.
'Th'e reason an officer Is designated to

gaard and protect these pearls is because
of a provision in the will of Rosa Blum,
whereby these pearls have bee be-
ousathed to the .frst female Issue of the

)edof James B. Blm (who at present
is thirty years of age), provided there Is
such Issue by the time he arrives at the
age of thirtydve, otherwise the said pearla
are to be converted Into cash and the pro-
eee gives to the Federation of Jewish
Charities of San F'rancisco.

..hes- p.a.ls are nder, the doetion

dA~ OW
)ays Each Ye

BluniWilli
Judge Graham
"An Offkei

with or?

a

to.

R

ft

aFr--MASF Whe
e Decision.

athe and the utmeut ot,
orts to their safe fetwt
nust be 4zerelsed.
"Dated, January I1, .1921.
"THOS. F. GRAHAM, Jdge"

The curious petition which
ludge Graham, of Baa Francisco,
had before him arose from a pro-
rision in the will of the late Mrs.
Rosa Blum, a very wealthy widow

A the same city. Mrs. Blum left
Lh bulk of her fortune to her son

and mazV costly jewels to his
bride. She left, too, a, number of
bequests to charities.
.Among the Older Mrs. Blum's
pOssessions-was * very wonderful-
rpe of pearls. At a oonseAwvoe

satimate they were worth at least
100000. There were many ugem-
ies about the neoklace, assoca-
;los that set it apart from aft the
other things she, owned. And
when it atne to the question of
Disposing of it, shb did not quite
know *what to do. fhe did not
like the idea of simply passing !t
)nto her daughter-in-law. That
seemed rather too commonplace
way to treat it.
Was there not some way that
the sentimental value of the gems
could be preserved? Some way

ofmaking it still stand for the
romance, the unique value, that it,
ad for her?
Mpther Blum decided that there
was. So she stipulated in her
willthat ith there was a girl
baby born to her son and his bride
within four ' years that baby should
have the necklace. It would be "grand-
mother's pearls" to beir, and the child,
Inowing of the precious thiug which was

hers, would- wait eagerly tor ,the tinte
when she might wear it, and she would
nvest it with all the glamor that it de-
serbd. All through the years it would
stand for the girl child as the symbel of
heremergence from young girlhood into
roung womanhood. Thai necklace, Mother
Blum figured slre*dly, would stand for
something in her grapddaughter's heart
beyond its mere monetary vplue.-
And if no girl baby came along in those
ouryears, theb the neciflace should bring
comforts to the poor and afflicted. It
should be sold for the Irederation of Jew-
ihCharities and many people would bless
Itnd remember it for what It had done

for them.
So It was set down in her will. And

after her death the pearls were taken and
placed in a safe deposit vault to a~ait the

decision of the stork.
But while inspecting the necklace re-
ently young Mr. Blum noticed that the
gems had lost some of their lustre. A

faintbloom of their beauty had been wiped
fron themn. There was a slight discolors-
tion. They looked-"sick."
And sick they literally were, so the

lapidarists that he called in to inspept
them told him. 3%rn of the tropics, Im-
prisonment behind iron bars and steel
walls was killing them. -They needed
light and air. But more than anything
else, they told him, the gems needed con-
tact with the soft, warm breast and neck
of healthy womanhood.

It was for this that they were starving,
and unless they had It, and soon, their
wrthand beauty would steadily and swift-
ly decrease.
Why such a thing should be so Is one.ot

the most curious things In nature-@ore
curious by far than young Mr. Blum's peti-
tion to the Court when he was convinced
his mothers gems needed nursing. The
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The Beautiful Necklace of Mme T

stone. Diamonds, sapphires, emeralds-
all the other precious stones are minerals.
But the peasi is really not a stone. It is of
animal origin. It grown within the oyster
and animal subutances enter largely into
its making.,
While the precious stones are as last-

mortality ofe ta wih gaerit birth. tn
time its animal substances dry out ad
die pnd the gem disintegrates' unless some
way is found of feeding it. The best and,
indeed, the only way, it has bien found,
is by bringing the pearls in close contact
with the skin of a young and healthy,
woman.
There the gem seems to draw in life.

Its dullness disappears and the old lustre
returns. It gets hack the vitality and
bloom it has lost. -it, in a word, recovers.
There is a perfectly natural'explanation

for all this. It is the warmth and the secre-
tIons of the skin that replenish and
stimulate the animal ,substances in the
gem. What happen., probably, is that the
oily excretionsw of the sebaceous glands,
wseaopening ar the pore in teskin,

them; keep them, at least, lubricated.
It will be an embarrassing situation, no

doubt, for young Mirs. Blum to have a
policeman at her heels all the time she is
wearing the necklace. It gives rise to any
number of Interesting speculations. When
she goes to dances will her guard have to
learn bow to dance so that he can be close
to her in the terpsichorean windings? Or
will he be content to stand at the side with
his eyes glued to the gems? Invitations
will, of course, have to include thte police-
man and that promises complications. In

imr, Which Nearly "Died" in the
Paris.-

will not be so bad, perhaps, But how
about the theatre, the restaurants and so
on? It .would seem that the policeman
would have to be rung in on all these fes-
tIvities. Ydung Mr. .Blum is rich and ,the
expense won't matter, but this coystant
scrutiny 'iy the eye of the law may not be
at all times pleasant.
Of course. Mrs. Blum 'could stay bomne

and wear her pearls. But every woman
knows she won't; it would be feminiaely

Itm aysilecomfort her 'to know that a
rench beauty has "regularly for several

years been subjected, for the same rea-
sons, to even a more rigerous espionage.
She is MIle. Greuse, one of, the orna-

ments of the French stage, who .was se-
lected to "mother" the starving pearls
which Mmne. Thiers, widow of the great
French statesman? left to the nation at her
death. When the Thiers necklace was first
placed in the Loutre it 'was worth $250,-
000. It was made up of one hundred and
fifty of the finest pearls ever found in the

Tey layin the Louvre for years. and
when at last the authorities awokd to their
condition they were dull and dirty looking
and practically valueless.
The chief gem experts of Europe were

consulted. Some of the ekports advised
skinning the pearls. This means peeling
off the outer coats. As-the pearl is built
up of successive layers of matter secreted
by the oyster it has as many coats as an
onion, whose structure under the micro-
cope it. much resembles.
As the pearl starves it loses its lustre
irst from the outer coats. It dies fr~n the

outside in rather than from the inside out,
Smemesa It is noashbl to restote the

Mrs. Jammes B. Blu.m, the
Dekde Who Has B..n Or-
dered by the Court to Wear
Her Mother-in-Law's 4100~,-
00 Pearl N-M-~ag for
Thirty Days in Each Year.

gen's pristine brilliancy by peeling off the
dead layers until thd still living portion is
reached. The operation is an extremely
delicate and hasardous one, however, and
the sise of the genm is lessened, of course,
according to how mach of it lhas to be
peeled off. And often, lke the man in the
Bible. its last state is worse than it. first.
The French Government decided against

this process ad considered the alternative
of finding some young yoman whose con-
stitution was such as to make her a "peari
mother." Also there was something about
this measure particularyj appealing to the
French 'mind, and a nmbber of very -beau-
tiful and healthy Parisieinnee were esam-
ined for the privlldge.

the necklhce must never he taken from the
Louvre.
How could the Government evade .this

explicit injunction?
In case of fire it would 'be necessary

to remove the pearls. Wasn't this as great
an emergency? After long and earnest
thought the authoritieai decided the phrase
"must never leave the Louvre" was sus-
cuptible to the interpretation "must never
eve the custody of these who have the
It was, therfore, decided that the

pearls could be taken frm the building
and could be worn by some womnan to
be seldpted, provided that ,whomever she
wore the jewels she should be constantly
in the comnpany of one or 'mere of the
Louvre authorities delegated to that duty!
Out of scores of applictats for tha honor

-for so it was considered in France-the
choice of the experts nrrowed dowu to
t. One of them was the Princesa de

3~lea besetital meber of the freach
awltdoac, ad the other Mile. Greuse, An

equally decorative idol of the French stage.
Both were young, fuli of health and Vital-
ity, and proven by careful tests to be ez-
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